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not mentioned, the sign (..) has been used. Regarding the third group, only
their name has been ordered and cited after the phrase “note”.

All of the above has been done if the narration is exactly found in a
resource. Otherwise, the similar statements have been brought along with the
name of their resources under the title “commentary”, and if needed, have
been detailed and explained.

The last step included briefly mentioning the life of those who were
present in the author’s proof up until the resources.

2. Al-Mustadrak

With respect to the special status of the book Al-‘Umdah, a specific
method was adopted to study it. To do so, first 7 copies were chosen for
comparison. The copy published by Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom
(with the differences of copies in it) was selected as the basis. The other
copies were contrasted with that, and their differences with the copy of
Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom were carefully recorded.

The second step was selecting the best text from among the present texts
and writing the other texts in the footnote based on a method which is
presently called the mixed method.

The third step was mentioning the references of the verses, traditions,
words, and poems of the book, which was performed with the utmost
endeavor. To extract the traditions and narrations of the book, some groups
of books were considered. The first group included the resources that the
author had trusted himself and had called them as the authentic books. The
second group included the resources that he had not had access to, but can be
considered as authentic by his standards. The third group involved resources
that ibn Bitriq has not narrated from them, and are considered by Sunnis to
be of lesser importance. The proofs of the narrations from the first and the
second groups have been mentioned in the footnote based on the year of the
respective author’s demise, and every proof has been cited up to the point
that is not repeated in its preceding proof. To show that a piece of the text is
not mentioned, the sign (..) has been used. Regarding the third group, only
their name has been ordered and cited after the phrase “note”.

All of the above has been done if the narration is exactly found in a
resource. Otherwise, the similar statements have been brought along with the
name of their resources under the title “commentary”, and if needed, have
been detailed and explained.

The last step included briefly mentioning the life of those who were
present in the author’s proof up until the resources.

9



narrated from in Al-‘Umdah — for instance, Ma Nazal min al-Quran fi Ahl
al-Bayt (AS), Hilyat al-Awllya, both from Aba Nuaym Isfahanl; Al-Maghazl
by ibn"Ishag, Kitab al-Sharl’ah by Ajari, Al-Firdous by Ibn Shiravayh,
Managib al-Sahabah by Sam’anl, and so on.

One of the advantages of this book is that ibn Bitriq has narrated from
important resources which have been unfortunately lost and we don’t have
access to them. These include Ma Nazal min al-Quran fi Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
by Abu Nuaym Isfahani, Al-Maghazi by ibn Ishag, Managib al-Sahabah by
Sam’anl, and so on.

About this study

With assistance of the Glorified God, 'Allameh Majlisi library (may God’s
mercy be upon him) has set out to study and revive the resources of the
noble and great book Behar Al-Anwar. Two of the initial works in this
respect were Al-‘Umdah and Al-Mustadrak. To this end, various copies of
Al-‘Umdah and a unique copy of Al-Mustadrak were collected.

1. Al-‘Umdah

With respect to the special status of the book Al-‘Umdah, a specific
method was adopted to study it. To do so, first 7 copies were chosen for
comparison. The copy published by Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom
(with the differences of copies in it) was selected as the basis. The other
copies were contrasted with that, and their differences with the copy of
Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom were carefully recorded.

The second step was selecting the best text from among the present texts
and writing the other texts in the footnote based on a method which is
presently called the mixed method.

The third step was mentioning the references of the verses, traditions,
words, and poems of the book, which was performed with the utmost
endeavor. To extract the traditions and narrations of the book, some groups
of books were considered. The first group included the resources that the
author had trusted himself and had called them as the authentic books. The
second group included the resources that he had not had access to, but can be
considered as authentic by his standards. The third group involved resources
that ibn Batriq has not narrated from them, and are considered by Sunnis to
be of lesser importance. The proofs of the narrations from the first and the
second groups have been mentioned in the footnote based on the year of the
respective author’s demise, and every proof has been cited up to the point
that is not repeated in its preceding proof. To show that a piece of the text is
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Husainl (7th century), and 'All ibn Muhammad ibn Hamid YamanI San’anl
(7th and 8th centuries).

He has composed famous collections, from which one might name
‘Umdah ‘Uyiin Sihah al-Akhbar fi Manaqib Imam al-Abrar, al-Mustadrak fi
Managib Wassl al-Mukhtar, Khasais al-Wahy al-Mubin fi Manaqib Amir
al-Mu'minin (AS), Kashf al-Makhfl fi Manaqlb al-Mahdi (AS), Ittifaq Sihah
al-Athar fi Imamah al-Aimmah al-Ithna ‘Ashar, al-Radd ‘ala man Ahmal al-
Nagzar fi Tasaffuh Adillah al-Qada wa al-Qadar, Nahj al-‘Ulam ila Nafy-e al-
M’adiim al-M’ariif Bi-Sual Ahl Halab, and Tasaffuh al-Sahihayn fi Tahlil al-
Mut’ain.

This great scholar passed away in Sha’ban 600 AH, or as narrated in
another recount, in 601 AH.

About the book Al-‘Umdah and Al-Mustadrak

1. Al-“Umdah

This book is the most well-known and famous work of Hafiz ibn Bitrlg, so
that many scholars have introduced him as the “owner of Al-‘Umdah”. In
this precious book, he has chosen and collected traditions narrated from the
Prophet of Islam (pbuh) about the glorious deeds of the Prophet’s Family
(AS) from valid and authentic books of Sunnis — such as SahIh Bukharl and
Sahlh Muslim, Musnad Ahmad, Jami’ al-Tirmidhl, al-Jam’ bayn al-
Sahlhayn Humaydi, al-Jam’ bayn al-Sihah al-Sittah ‘Abdarl, al-Firdows by
Deylaml, and Manaqib AmIr al-Mu’minin ibn Maghazill Shafi’l.

He has written this book in 36 chapters about the virtues of the
Commander of the Faithful 'AIl ibn AbI Talib (AS), and then has added 8
chapters to it. These later chapter are about the virtues of Imam Ali’s (AS)
reverend wife, the great truthful one, Fatimah Zahra (AS); Imam Hasan and
Imam Husayn (AS); the mother of believers Khadija the great (AS); Ja’far
Tayyar (AS); narrations about Abii Talib (AS); narrations about the twelve
successors of the Prophet (pbuh); narrations about Imam Mahdi (AS), and a
chapter on some events after the demise of the Prophet of Allah (pbuh) and
name of the enemies of the Commander of the Faithful (AS). Therefore, this
book is composed in 44 chapters which include 913 — or 920 — traditions.

2. Al-Mustadrak

It has been said that the writer has composed this book to cite the virtues
and glorious deeds that he has not mentioned in Al-‘Umdah. He has
collected about 600 traditions from books other than the ones he had

7



One of the notable figures in this realm is Haflz Yahya ibn al-Hasan ibn al-
Bitrlq al-Asadl al-Hilll, who resolvedly undertook to collect the virtues and
glorious. deeds of the Trustee of the Chosen of the world and his reverend
children — that is, the pure Imams (AS) — in an innovative and special way.
As far as we know, this undertaking has been an unprecedented one in his
time.

About the author

He was the great leader, the sun of the religion, the ornament of Islam, the

jurisprudent scholar, the literary figure and poet, the shining star of religion,
Abul Husayn, Yahya ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn ibn 'All ibn Muhammad —
this ancestor of him was known as Bitrlq — and was born in 523 AH.
This great jurisprudent, theologian, and researcher was a distinguished figure
in different branches of the tradition sciences and study of narrators. His
contemporary scholars as well as the ones after him have all praised him
greatly and have persuasively pointed out his high scientific status and great
jurisprudential abilities. Ibn Sha’aar Misill (died at 654 AH) has said in this
regard, “He was a jurisprudent scholar and one of the leaders of the Shi’a
sect.”' Besides, Ibn Hajar (died at 852 AH) has written, “Due to his
endeavors, the authority to issue the judicial decrees among the Imamate
Shi’a was assumed for him.”

In order to learn about jurisprudence and tradition, he travelled a lot and
learnt knowledge from many great Shi’a and Sunni scholars. From among
these, we can refer to scholars like Aba Ja’far ‘Imad al-DIn Muhmmad ibn
AbI al-QasIm Tabarl 'Amull (6th century), Rashld al-DIn Muhammad ibn
‘All ibn Shahrashiib Mazandaranl (588 AH), Sadld al-DIn Mahmid ibn All
HimmuslI Razl, Aba Talib Hamza ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Shahriyar
Khazin (6th century), Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah ibn Mansir Wasitl ibn Bagilan]
(593 AH), Abi Ja’far Mubarak ibn Mubarak ibn Ahmad, known as ibn
Zurayq Haddad Wasit] (596 AH).

Many scholars were fortunate enough to sip from his ocean of knowledge,
including his son 'All ibn Yahya, Abul Fadl Yahya ibn HamIdah ibn Abl
Tayy Halabl (630 AH), Sayyid Shams al-DIn Fakhar ibn Mu’ad Misavl
Hairl (630), MuhyuddIn Abd Hamid Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Zuhrah

1. Qalaid al-Jaman, vol. 7, p. 220.
2. Lisan al-Mizan, vol. 6. p. 247 & 873; Mustadrakat A’ayan al-Shi’a, vol. 1, p. 289.
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Introduction

“Praise be to God, who hath guided us to this (felicity): never could we
have found guidance, had it not been for the guidance of God...”!

The writer of these lines never imagined that he would find the chance to
conduct research projects on Shi’a traditional and heritage works, since he —
like many others — did not have a correct grasp of the traditions and their role
in formation a true understanding of religion. We should confess that the
Islamic society has ignored the prophet’s recommendation for the Quran and
His Family for centuries. Moreover, traditions — which are the only way to
connect with the infallible and pure Family of the Prophet — have been also
neglected. Some have even gone so far that although they know a point has
been taken from a certain tradition, they don’t have faith in it, and naively
think that traditions have been ordered in heritage books with no endeavor or
care, and it is only the Quran that can be absolutely trusted. However, they
don’t know that this view has no difference with the second caliph’s wrong
opinion when he shouted at the Commander of the Faithful, “The book of
Allah suffices us and there is no need to you”.

With this skeptical view to the foregoing resources, the views to the books
about virtues and glorious deeds of Imams have been worse. As a result,
people have mostly relied on their own false imaginations in knowing the
Imams and so, have considered these divine leaders at the same level as
others, with just a bit more piety and sacredness. However, they have
ignored that just like Divine Unity and Prophecy, Imamate also should be
known from the revelation.

The Shi’a scholars understood this reality since long, and set out to collect
the traditions narrated from the Prophet (pbuh) and his reverend Family
about their own virtues and glorious deeds. With these narrations, they did
not mean to praise themselves, but rather, they aimed at introducing
themselves to the human society.

1. Qur'an, 7: 43.
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